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Property Name:  Humes House/Briarley Military Academy Inventory Number: ~ PG:62-10 *777
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Owner: _ Jagdish Sakaria o o o Is the property being evaluated a district? __yes
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The Humes House is a sprawling, multi-addition building which has been used as a military school in the past. Today it appears
to be either abandoned or unused. It is beginning to lose its integrity of materials, and its setting, feeling and association as a
wealthy farmer's dwelling within an agricultural context has been lost. As a result, it is SHA's detemrination that the Humes
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #62-10 Building Nate: 1860's, 1911

Building Name: Humes House/Briarley Military Academy (01d Hotel)

Location: 11777 01d Baltimore Pike, Beltsville, Maryland

Private/Residence/0Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible

Description:

This building is a multi-part frame structure which consists of a two-story
dwelling facing west, with a long two-story wing extending to the south, and a
two-and-one-half-story ballroom wing extending at an angle to the northeast.

The nucleus of the building is the original nineteenth century dwelling, a two-
story ca. 40-foot-square hip-roofed building with five-bay (main) west facade.
Entrance is in the central bay through a door with transom and sidelights. The
doorway leads into a central stairhall which is flanked by double parlors. The
siding is German on the first story, and lapped shingle on the second. The
cornice is bracketed, and the metal roof has been replaced by synthetic shingle:
a one-story porch with square shingled posts wraps around the north and west
facades, and above it on the west facade are two enclosed pedimented porches.

Two hip-roofed wings have been built onto the original dwelling: a 70-foot
eight bay kitchen wing to the south, and a five-bay ballroom wing attached at an
angle to the northeast. The ballroom features two interior rows of Tuscan
columns, and a large stone mantel in the end wall. Like the central block, both
wings are covered with German siding on the first story and lapped shingled on
the second.

Significance:

The Humes House/Rriarley Military Academy is a unique multi-part structure
which has served as a residence, resort and military academy. It is located on
a rise just east of the old Washington-Raltimore Turnpike between Vansville and
Muirkirk, and is a prominent and unusual landmark. The original dwelling was
built by George Humes in the early 1860's, on the farm which he called Locust
Hi1l, and remained in his family until 1900. It was purchased by Renjamin
Bradford, who, in 1911, constructed the two wings with the intention of estab-
lishing a resort for vacationers from the District of Columbia. Although
Bradford lost the property through default in mortgage, the building was oper-
ated as such by subsequent owners until the beginning of the Great Nepression.
From 1933-1949 the property was leased by Captain Sydney Lodge, and operated as
Briarley Military Academy. It has been virtually unused since the school
closed. Although the original dwelling house is almost unrecognizable sur- .
rounded by the 1911 additions, the building is a unique visual landmark with a
varied history.

Acreage: 29.29 acres



Maryland Historical Trust

State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. P.G. #62-10
Magi No.
DOE yes no

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic Humes house

and/or common

Briarley Military Academy (01d Hotel)

2. Location

street & number

11777 01d Baltimore Pike

___ not for publication

city, town Beltsville ___ vicinity of congressional district 5
state Maryland county Prince George's
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_ district — public _X_occupied __ agriculture —__ museum
_X_ building(s) __X_private ____unoccupied . commercial _ park
__ structure ____both ____work in progress ____ educational _X_ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment — religious
__ object ___in process ____yes: restricted —__ government ____ scientific
__ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial transportation
_Xxnot applicable _X_no ____ military _y other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name J.B. and E. Sakaria

P.0. Box 321

street & number

telephone no.: 937-8660

city, town Beltsville, state and zip code Md. 20705

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P.G. Co. Courthouse liber 4886

street & number Main Street folio 505

city, town Upper Marlboro, safld. 20772

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

tile P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 — federal ____ state _X county ___ local
_spository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

city, town Riverdale, state  Md.




7. Description Survey No.  P.G. 62-10

Condition Check one Check one

—excellent —_deteriorated ____ unaltered . original site

____good ____ruins _X_ altered ____ moved date of move
X_ tair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The building at 11777 01d Baltimore Pike is a multi-part frame struc-
ture which consists of a two-story dwelling house facing west, with a Tong
two-story wing extending to the south, and a two-and-one-half story ball-
room wing extending at an angle to the northeast.

The nucleus of the building is the original nineteenth century
dwelling, a two-story ca. 40 foot square hip-roofed frame building with a
five-bay main west facade. Entrance is in the central bay through a door
with transom and sidelights. The doorway leads into a central stairhall;
there are double parlors in each side of the central hall. There is a
fireplace in the dividing wall between the two south parlors, and a commun-
jcating door on each side of the fireplace. The two north parlors are
connected by a double door; there is another fireplace on the north wall of
the stairhall which also serves the northwest parlor. The stair, which
curves to the second story from the rear (east) of the stairhall, has heavy
turned newel and applied jig-sawn decorations at the stair-ends. Door and
window surrounds in this original section are of heavy multi-band molding
without corner blocks. The siding is German on the first story, and wooden
shingle on the second story. The metal roof has recently been replaced by
synthetic shingle; the cornice is bracketed. The foundations are brick and
enclose a full basement. A one-story porch with square shingled posts
wraps around the north and west facades of this section. Above this porch
on the west facade are two enclosed pedimented projecting porches.

Two hip-roofed wings have been built onto the original dwelling house.
Extending ca. 70 feet to the south is a two-story eight-bay wing which
includes kitchen and other functional spaces; there is a crawlspace under
part of this wing. To the northeast of the original dwelling is the ball-
room addition, attached at an angle to the original dwelling by small rooms
over an open passageway. The ballroom was approximately 16 x 36 feet (and
has been extended to the east to ca. 40 x 36 feet). It features two rows
of Tuscan columns running the length of the room. Each row includes five
freestanding columns with one pilaster at each end. Another set of columns
and pilasters frames the large stone mantel in the end (northeast) wall.
This extended ballroom space is presently divided into smaller living
spaces by temporary partitions. There is a one-story one-bay addition on
the (northeast) end of this wing. As in the case of the central (original)
block, both wings are covered with German siding on the first story, and
wooden shingles on the second. Windows are presently boarded up or shut-
tered.

West of the building, outside of the kitchen section, is an undef-
ground cistern which receives water from the downspouts. Behind and just
east of the building is a mobile home.



8. Significance Survey No. p.G. 62-10

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
14001499 ___ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics __literature —_ sculpture
__ 1600-1699 _X__ architecture _X_ education _X_ military ___ social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering — music humanitarian
X __1800-1899 ____ commerce __ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy _ theater
X 1900- ____ communications —industry —__ politics/government ____ transportation
___invention _X_ other (specity)
local history
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _ D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ natiomal __ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The building at 11777 01d Baltimore Pike is a multi-part structure
which has served as a residence, resort and miltary academy. It is located
on a rise of ground immediately east of the 01d Washington-Baltimore turn-
pike between Vansville and Muirkirk and is a prominent and unusual land-
mark.,

The dwelling house which is the nucleus of the present large structure
was probably built by George Humes shortly before his death in 1863. It
was located in his 200-acre farm, Locust Hill, which was part of the tract
known as Wintersell's Range in the Vansville District.l The farm passed
after Humes' death to his two minor sons, with the dwelling going to the
elder son, George Calhoun Humes. George C. Humes died in 1880 leaving all
of his property to his widow Marian T. Humes; she subsequently married
Charles Emack, and the Humes dwelling remained the home of the Fmacks until
1900. In this year Marion Humes Emack sold the dwelling and 40 acres,
which then included the dwelling house, a barn, tenant house, and other
outbui]dings.2 The property changed hands again in 1906 when it was pur-
chased by Benjamin B. Bradford of Washington, D.C.; in 1911 Bradford under-
took a major building project, adding a large wing on each side of the
dwelling house, with the intention of opening a resort for vacationers from
the District of Columbia. In the next two years Rradford took out two
mortgages on the property which he was subsequently unable to pay off; in
1916 mortgage was foreclosed, and the property was advertised for sale. At
this time it was described as having eleven bedrooms, five baths, four
small bedrooms for help, a large dining room, double parlors, ballroom,
pantry, kitchen, large porch areas in both first and second stories, as
well as numerous separate farm buildings, gardens, an orchard and a nine-
room overseer's house. It was purchased by James Place and used subse-
quently as a summer home and resort. In 1929, it was purchased by the
Montague family and in 1933 was leased to Captain Sydney Lodge, who estab-
lished there the Briarley Military Academy, successor to his former
Briarley Hall Military Academy in Poolesville, Montgomery County. The
Lodge family resided in the building during the years the school operated
(1933-1949). The rest of the building (plus the overseer's house) housed
sometimes as many as 80 students during these years; the ballroom was con-
verted into a large study hall., Since the closing of the Academy in 1949,



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.

P.G. 62-10

Interview with owner, December 1984
Conversation with Lodge and Morague family members, January 1985

cf. Chain of title; Notes to Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Beltsville Quadr‘ang1 e, Section F Quadrangle scale

UTM References

29.29 acres

do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state

code county code

state

code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Susan Pearl/Shirley Baltz, Research Historians
organization Historic Preservation Commission date January 1985
. .. County Ad t
street & number C/0 County Planning Division, M-NCPPC téﬂhﬁéne m1n1s?g?tégg Eg;gd1ng

city or town

Upper Marlboro, Marvland 20772 state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:

Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House

21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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8 (Continued)

the building has been unoccupied, although members of the Montague family
have lived on the property. The building and 29 acres were sold in 1978 to
the current owner, who has made substantial repairs to the roof, and is
exploring the possibility of establishing a restaurant in the building.

Although the original dwelling house is almost unrecognizable sur-
rounded by the major additions of 1911, the building is a unique visual
landmark with a varied history.

Notes

1 prince George's County Deed, EWB#1:198; Prince George's County Will
WAJ#1:289; Prince George's County Tax Assessments, E.D.#1, 1861-1871.

2 Pprince George's County Deeds, JWB#10: 425, 427; JB#10: 471; Prince
George's County Will WAJJr#1:217; Prince George's County Tax Assessments
1888-1900.

3 Prince George's County Deeds, #27:560; #62:554; #117:290; Prince
George's County Equity #4728; Prince George's County Tax Assessments
1900-1921.

4 Prince George's County Deeds #388:344; #1811:432; #4886:505; Interview
with current owners and members of Lodge and Montague families.



#4886:505
30 Jan 1978
Deed

#1311:432
15 Dec 1954
Deed

#385:97
22 June 1932
Mortgage

#388: 344
30 Oct 1929
Deed

4337:93

29 July 1929
Deed

#313:76
19 Nov 1927
Deed

#292:363
25 Feb 1926
Lease

#117:290
22 June 1916
Deed

#62:554

20 Jan. 1912
Mortgage

Chain of Title

Briar]ey Military Academy
P.G. #62-10

David P. and Katherine E. Montagque, Jr., to Jagdish
Babu and Elpis J. G. B. Sakaria; 29.2909 acres in Ist
Election District; same which grantor acquired by
#1811:432.

David and Anna Montague to David P. Montague, Jr., 42.4
acres as described in #385:97; same which grantors
acquired hy #388:344,

David P. and Anna L. Montague to Harvey R. Thomas and
Tracy L. Jeffords, trustees; to secure debt of $4,500;
on same property Anna L. Montague acquired by #388:344
(mortgage satisfied March 11, 1948, #1076:411).

J. W. DeWitt and Lettie M. Moore to Anna L. Montague;
42.4 acres of Wintersell's Range as described in
#62:554; same which grantors acquired by #337:93.

Harry and Pearl Stutsman to J. W. DeWitt Moore; 42.4
acres, part of Wintersell's Range as described in
#62:554; same which grantors acquired by #313:76.

James Place to H. R. Stutsman; 42.4 acres, part of
Wintersell's Range as described in #62:554; same which
grantor acquired by #117:290.

James Place to H. R. Stutsman; 3-1/2 year lease (wit
option to purchase) on 42.4 acres, part of Wintersell's
Range as described in #62:554 (only document which
mentions "Mansion House")

Philip H. Tuck, attorney to James Milford Place; 42.4
acres, part of Wintersell's Range which Tuck sold at
public sale after Benjamin and Nellie Bradford
defaulted on mortgage recorded #62:554.

Benjamin and- Nellie Bradford to H. Irvine Keyser; 42.4
acres, part of Wintersell's Range; mortgage to secure
notes for $10,000; same which grantors acquired by
#27:560.,



#27:560
5 Oct 1906
Deed

JB#10:47
12 June 1900
Deed

JWB#10:427
23 May 1887
Deed

JWB#10: 425
23 May 1887
Deed of
Partition

WAJdr. #1:217

12 Feb 1881
Will

WAJ#1:289
14 Aug 1863
Wil

EWR#1:198
27 Apr 1855
Deed

ON#2:174
25 May 1854
Deed

ON#2:172
25 May 1854
Deed

Fannie and Josiah Perry to Benjamin B, Bradford; 40
acres, part of Wintersell's Range which Marion T. Humes
received by deed of partition recorded JWB#10:425
(except 95 acres conveyed to Mareen D. -Humes by
JWB#10:427).

Marion T. Emack (formerly Marion T. Humes) and Charles
G. Emack to Fannie Sprigg Perry, wife of Rev. Josiah B.
Perry; 40 acres, part of Wintersell's Range on which
the grantors reside; same which grantor acquired by
JWB#10:425, except 95 acres conveyed to Mareen D.
Humes.

Marion Humes to Mareen D. Humes; 95 acres, part of
Wintersell's Range which grantor acquired by deed of
partition recorded JWB#10:425,

Partition of the real estate of George Humes between
Marion Humes, widow of George Calhoun Humes, and Mareen
Duvall Humes; includes part of Wintersell's Range as
conveyed by Nicholas C. Stephen, trustee, and recorded
ON#2:172.

George Calhoun Humes devised all of his property in
Maryland and D.C. to his wife Marion Humes.

George Humes had a will drawn up but died before the
attestation clause was executed; the Orphans Court
declared the will valid as to its disposal of his per-
sonal estate; his real property descended to his sons,
George Calhoun and Mareen Duvall Humes. Proceedings
note that his residence was in the Vansville District.

Patrick and Anne E. 0'Donnoghue to George Humes; all
their interest in the property purchased jointly by
0'Donnoghue and Humes as recorded ON#2:174.

Richard and Aroneme Patten to Patrick 0'Donnoghue and
George Humes; several pieces of property, including 138
acres, by recent survey, of Wintersell's Range.

Nicholas Carroll Stephen, trustee, to Richard Patteﬁ, 2
houses and lots in or near Vansville and 188 acres,
part of Wintersell's Range.

P6:62-10
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM

for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES,

P (o "*f
T

1700325004

NATIONAL PARKS SERVICFE

1. NAME
C OMMON::
Montague House .
ANO/OR HISTORIC:
{2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
11777 0614 Baltimore Pike
CITY OR TOWN:
Beltsville
STATE COUNTY:
Md. Prince George's
{3. CLASSIFICATION - L -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
Li STATUS
v (Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
=
() District & Building (O Public Public Acquisition: @ Occupied Yes:
o 3 Site O Structure Private [J in Process [ Unoccupied [J Restricted
- [J Object O Beth [J Being Considered [J Preservotion work Unrestricred
| in progress No
O PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
2 [0 Agriculturo! {1 Government {0 Pork (O Tronsportation {J Comments
i 7] Commerciol 3 incustrioi {-4 Privote Residence [ Other (Specity)
- [J Educotionol O Militory {J Reiigious :
A [J Entertoinment [0 Museum [J Scientific
= !4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
~— OWNER'S N AME: -1
David P Montagus JIr
w sTREET AND NUMBER: = L4 M
w 11777 01d Baltimore Pike
v CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Beltsville Md. .
[S- LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION e
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY CF DEEDS, ETC:
Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Upper Marlboro Md.
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pq. 2).:
|8, REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS ’
TITLE OF SURVEY:
None
OATE OF SURVEY: [ Federcol [T Stote {0 County [ Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOKDS:
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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[7.' DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

. (Check Cne)
[J Excellent O Geod [ Feir Deteriorcted

{3 Ruins (O Unexposad

(Check One)

(Check One)

G Altered [J Uncltered O Moved €2 Origingl Site

O
E s
T e e e e g Y o {3 4

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is a shingle-style,

building with a polygcnal corner porch and an enclosed

second floor porch.

resort-type
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

o

[é. SIGNIFICAHCE

{3 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or Morc as Appropriate)
[J Pre-Columbian

D 16th Ccn'-:ry
(3 174 Century

{3 18th Century
&3 19th Century

T} 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applic.ble and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abor iginol
{) Prehistoric

{O Historic
Agriculture
Architecture
Art

Commerce

gotcoono

Conservotion

Communicotions

(Check One or More as Appropriate)

U000 oocooo

Educction
Engineoring
Industry
Invention
Landsccpe
Architecrure
Literotyre
Military

Music

o0 000 oco

Politica!l
Religion/Phi.
losophy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Human-
itorion
Theater

Trunsportation

{3 Urban Picnaing
{7} Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

TS AR e een e .
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%—9-. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

GEGGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUCE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (o] CEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LLESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUCE LONG!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Mirutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ’ » o ’ » (o] ] 3 o * -
NE o ] - o ’ -
SE ° ’ » (-] ) -
SW Q 1] » -] ] -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:

WLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPRING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
Christopher Owens
STATE: COUNTY:
M-NCPPC
STATE: COUMNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
[VI_ FORM PREPARED BY. . . .~ T T

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION

M-NCPPC

DATE

2/2/73

STREET AND NUMBER:

5107 Muncaster Mill Road / 8787 Ga. Ave., S.S.
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Md.

]

State Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [0 State [ Local (O
Signature
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NAME  oLD HereEL
LOCATION j111owd BALTIMoLE Pt
FACADE W

PHOTO TAKEN 1{30(73 mOwyER

# 6-/0
BECTSVILLE, Md.






P.G.#62-10

Briarley Academy/ Humes House
Prince George's County,MD

Susan G. Pearl

December 1984

Northeast 3/4 elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






P.G.#62-10

Briarley Academy/Humes House
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl

December 1984

East Elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, MD






P.G. #62-10
Humes House/01d Hotel
Prince George's County, Maryland
Susan G. Pearl
January 1985

Ballroom
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #62-10

Briarley Academy/Humes House

Prince George's County, MD

Susan G. Pearl

December 1984

Southwest 3/4 elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD
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P.G. #62-10

Briarley Academy/Humes House

Prince George's County, MD

Susan G. Pearl

December 1984

Northwest 3/4 elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD






p.G. #62-10

Briarley Academy/Humes House

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

January 1984

Ballroom

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. 462-10

Briariey Academy/Humes House

pPrince George's County

gysan G- pearl

January 1984

gallroom

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis MD.



